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A bit of history…

09/1998 – 08/2001

Pilot phase 

01/2002 – 12/2004 

First phase of IPR-Helpdesk

01/2005 – 12/2007

Second phase of IPR-

Helpdesk

11/2007-10/2010 (11/2007-02/2011)

IP Awareness and Enforcement: 

Modular Based Actions for SMEs 

project ‘IPeuropAware’

Coordinator: University of Alicante 

(UA)

IPR-Helpdesk run in full by UA

Objective
Providing free of charge basic legal assistance on intellectual 

property (IP) related issues to participants, mainly SMEs and 

research institutions, in R&D&I EU funded projects
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TFEU (ex EC Treaty)

2007-2010 in IPeuropAware
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FP6

€ 17 883 M

FP7

€ 50 521 M

…but budget is not everything…

Budgets FP6 

FP7

Making the most of the EU funding very much depends on participants‟ 

knowledge of the IP- related issues & rules
3
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Under which conditions are 

we going to exchange our 

knowledge? Who will be the owner of 

the results?

How will we exploit the 

results?
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PROPOSAL STAGE... 

END OF PROJECT
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1. Knowing the FP context

2. Knowledge of the IP rights system
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- Grant Agreement (GA)

- Annex I (technical description)

- Annex II (general conditions – main IP rules)

- …

- Consortium Agreement (CA)

- Other agreements

The CA supplements the GA

It shall not contradict the latter 

5
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Negotiation and 

proposal preparation
Project execution

Use and 

dissemination

grant agreement

• preliminary agreements

• consortium agreement

• access rights (licences)

• joint ownership agreements

• licensing

• assignment

• …

Planning agreements in due time

Ensuring cooperation 

and confidentiality

Technology Transfer 

agreements

The transnational issue
Different systems, different internal rules 

and languages (!)

IP rights (territorial rights) 
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IP rights

world

Defence

Exploitation

IP Protection

„I had my patent granted, that‟s it‟

IP rights are worth nothing if 

they are not exploited.

Tradable assets: the owner may 

license third parties; sell the 

right to someone else…

Many applicants register in order „not 

to be copied‟

Nobody wants lawsuits or 

conflicts when applying for IP 

rights, but if infringed, IP rights 

should be enforced.

Amicable settlements 

Litigation (civil-criminal 

law)/alternative (ADR) systems

„patented trade mark‟

Aware of the IP rights 

system?...
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NEWS

EVENTS

IPR Bulletin
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Helpline

From 1 January 2008 until 4 February 2011 we have

dealt with 3928 questions.

≈ 6% questions sent to NPOs (questions on IP not related 

to EU-funded projects). 

98% of the users were very satisfied with the answer.
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Helpline
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Training

140 training actions (30 committed) in EU 

Member States and Associated countries to the 

FPs.

> 30 countries (EU MS + Associated countries). 

17 videoconferences held.

35 specific dissemination actions.
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Training
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Thank you for your attention

www.ipr-helpdesk.org

ipr-helpdesk@ua.es


